GEORGE THE THIRD
as to call for such drastic treatment. Colonel Digby, who re-
mained for long periods with the sufferer, records:
The highest panegyric that could be formed of his character would
not equal what in those moments showed itself; that, with his heart
and mind entirely open, not one wrong idea appeared; that all was
benevolence, charity, rectitude, love of country, and anxiety for
its welfare.
At last there appeared in the sick chamber a man who held views
on the treatment of mental disorders very different from those
of contemporary medical men. He was Dr Francis Willis, the
Rector of Wapping, who had a private asylum in Lincolnshire,
and enjoyed a deservedly great reputation as a brain specialist.
Two of his sons accompanied him, and a new treatment was pre-
scribed. The old restraints were abandoned: the King was
permitted to shave himself and given books to read. He was
even allowed to see the Queen and his younger children.
In the meantime, however, the illness was being hody discussed
in Parliament. On December 8th, 1788, Pitt moved that a parlia-
mentary committee should be appointed to examine the doctors
in whose charge the King had been or still was. It was Pitt's
method of meeting the claims of the Opposition that the Prince
of Wales should be appointed Regent during his father's illness.
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales [argued Fox] had as clear
and express a right to assume the- reins of government, and to take
upon him the sovereign authority during the continuance of the
King's illness, as if His Majesty had suffered a natural demise.
In examination the doctors all agreed that there was hope of
recovery for the King, though there were differences of opinion
as to how long the disorder might last.
Pitt thereupon made the next move: he asked Parliament to
set up another committee to inquire into precedents for a regency
and the form which it ought to take. The Opposition made a
great outcry against such a procedure, even going to the length
of defending what was virtually the doctrine of Divine Right—
a doctrine which was anathema to all good Whigs! Pitt allowed
the Opposition to blunder on with arguments which were so
contrary to the tenets of the party to which they professed to
belong. The result is nicely revealed in Greriville's account of
the proceedings in a letter to a friend:
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